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of cam element and lower surface of follower being laid down and the cam outline drawn by constructing a smooth tangent curve to the follower surfaces. This type of follower frequently
calls for impossible cams, unless the given law of motion maybe modified slightly.
It will be noted that, although the law of motion for the follower is the same in all three cases, the form of the cam outline derived varies with the form of contact surface of the follower.
In the cases considered above the follower is given a uniform motion up and down. This is done for simplicity. As a usual rule, particularly for high-speed operation, the follower neither should be started nor*stopped abruptly. It should not be given a uniform motion throughout its path, but should be given a gradually accelerated motion at the start in each direction and a similarly retarded motion at the finish.
FIG. 34.
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FIG. 35.
In Fig. 35 (a) there is shown a method, which explains itself, for so dividing the path, AB, of the follower that the latter will be given accelerations and retardations corresponding to simple harmonic motion. In Fig. 35 (6) there is shown a construction for conveniently dividing the follower path AB to give still more